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"The good Lord didn't see fit to put oil 
and gas only where there are democrati-
cally elected regimes friendly to the 
United States.  Occasionally we have to 
operate in places where, all things con-
sidered, one would not normally choose 
to go. But, we go where the business is." 

— Dick Cheney: Speech at the Cato 
Institute, June 23, 1998 

 
M a n y  n e o -

conservatives have 
long wished that 
the U.S. govern-
ment would “do 
something” about 
the situation in 
Iran—a society and 
government not 
friendly to US busi-
ness interests in the 
region.  It appears 
that the war party is 
at it again, this time 
planning a strike on Iran that may be used 
in response to an event such as another 
“9-11” style terrorist attack on the United 
States. 

Independent news organizations and 
anti-war journalists have discovered that 
Vice President Dick Cheney has ordered 
the U.S. Army’s Strategic Command 
(STRATCOM) to develop a contingency 
plan to be used in the event of another 
large-scale terrorist attack.  The plan, re-
ferred to as CONPLAN 8022, calls for an 
immediate strike on Iran, regardless of 
Iran’s involvement in the attacks.   

The current government line is that Iran 
is pursuing nuclear weapons and needs to 
be stopped; ironically, CONPLAN 8022 
specifically calls for the use of both con-

ventional and tactical nuclear weapons.  
The nuclear weapons in question, so-
called “small bombs,” are designed to 
destroy underground weapons sites with 
minimal collateral damage.  Yet, many 
scientists believe that these bombs are 
ineffective against underground bunkers, 
and more dangerous than the atomic 
bombs the U.S. dropped on Japan sixty 
years ago.  Adding to this fear is the little 
known fact that in 2002, John Bolton—
who was then undersecretary of state—
repealed the US’s 24 year-old promise 

not to use nuclear 
weapons against 
countries (such as 
Iran) that have 
signed the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). 
The Bush admini-
stration has been 
attempting to push 
public opinion to-
wards a possible 
confrontation with 

Iran for a long time: 
branding them as 

part of the infamous (yet absurd) “Axis of 
Evil,” and currently leading the global 
effort to stop Iran from pursuing nuclear 
power technology.  Iran argues that be-
cause they have signed the NPT, they 
may legally pursue peaceful nuclear tech-
nology.  Yet, the US government believes 
that Iran may be developing nuclear 
weapons.  Oddly, two of the US’s biggest 
allies in this volatile region, Pakistan and 
Israel, have not signed this treaty, and are 
allowed to continue their weapons pro-
grams. Pakistan has as many as 50 nu-
clear weapons, and Israel is believed to 
have close to 100. 

Why is Mr. Cheney so interested in 
Iran?  Well, the obvious answer is that 
there is lots of money to be made. Iran 

is one of the top five oil producing coun-
tries in the world.  This is a fact Dick 
probably picked up as CEO (1995-2000) 
of a company called Halliburton, which 
has been implicated in illegal dealings 
with Iran.  During Mr. Cheney’s tenure 
there, Halliburton set up subsidiaries in 
places like the Cayman Islands to do busi-
ness with Iran, Iraq, and Libya, specifi-
cally to dodge US government restrictions 
on dealing with these nations.  Hallibur-
ton continued to deal with Iran throughout 
Cheney’s tenure at the company through 
these front businesses.  Today, Hallibur-
ton and their subsidiaries are doing very 
well with billions of dollars in govern-
ment contracts stemming from the war in 
Iraq. 

Guess who’s next? 

A Journal of the Akron Food Not Bombs Collective 

Cheney Wants to 
Attack Iran! 

Akron Food Not Bombs 
is a community organization dedicated to 
sharing food with Akron's hungry as a 
statement of resistance against our society's 
messed-up priorities of war and violence 
over the everyday needs of people. 
 
Sharing food: Saturdays, 2pm, Grace Park 
Email: akronfnb@yahoo.com 
Phone: (330) 762-1032 
Web: http://gozips.uakron.edu/~dw2/fnb.
html 
Mail: Akron Food Not Bombs, 513 West 
Exchange St., Akron, OH 44302 
Wish List: canned goods, plastic 
containers/cups/bowls, volunteers (like 
you!) 
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Guerrilla gardening is the art of using a 
piece of land which you do not own to 
grow something. Guerilla Gardening 
takes land not for the rich and powerful, 
but for nature—finding a purpose for 
misused or disused land. Guerrilla gar-
deners come late in the night with water-
ing cans, compost and gardening gloves, 
and turn rotting sods of grass outside 
some condemned building into 
a vegetable patch, a clump of 
daffodils, or a flowering rose-
bush.  

 
Why Bother? 

Well, why not? Land is expen-
sive, but it’s a key commodity 
that the entire human race has 
to share. Land is very impor-
tant. Every person surely has 
some right to some land of their 
own. But take a look around 
any urbanized area, and you'll 
see that there is a lot of wasted 
land. Guerrilla gardening takes 
that land, and returns it to use. 
We shouldn’t pretend that 
planting a geranium on a scrap 
of disused land is some huge 
Zapatista-like act of rebellion, 
but it is a highly symbolic act. 
It beautifies the community, 
adds great smells and colors, 
and even helps to lower the hot 
city temperatures. And best of 
all, it's both fun and ecologi-
cally sound! 

 
Quick-Start Guide 

The basic principle behind guerrilla gar-
dening is to take a piece of land which is 
not being used, and to grow something in 
it. Your first step should be to find some 
land that isn't being used. Look for 
grassy patches around abandoned build-
ings or deserted allotments. Grass will 
grow almost anywhere, and indicates 
fertile soil. The quality of soil can be im-
proved if necessary by mixing in com-
post or mulch. 

 
“Illegality” 

By now, you'll probably have realized 
that guerrilla gardening is perhaps a little 

“illegal”. People, companies or local 
government will undoubtedly own the 
land which you are going to cultivate, 
and interfering with other people's 
land—even if it’s abandoned—is illegal. 
Unless you can obtain permission to gar-
den on the land in question, you should 
abide by three rules: 

 

1. Use only land that is unused or un-
wanted. The land that you pick should 
be unused now and for the duration of 
your vegetation's lifespan. Your defini-
tion of "unused" is up to you; derelict 
land is unused, but what about the grassy 
areas on the side of roads? 

 
2. Leave the land in better condition 
than when you found it. If you're going 
to use some land for guerrilla gardening, 
then you should leave it in a better state 
than when you first took an interest in it. 
Improve the fertility of the land with 
compost, go organic, and clean away the 

refuse of urban Akron life. 
 

3. Don't get caught. This should be self-
explanatory. In essence, you're doing 
something illegal on someone else's land, 
so don't get caught. 

 
What to Grow 

Chances are good that your guerilla gar-
den will be a small piece of 
land in a largely urban area, 
such as Akron. You'll be 
growing in an area that the 
general public will not regard 
as a garden or farming area, so 
you should expect your garden 
to be ignored, or worse, tram-
pled over. So, you'll need to 
use plants that are hardy, low 
maintenance and that have a 
high success rate if you want 
anyone to sit-up and take no-
tice. 
 
If you want to extract maxi-
mum usefulness from your 
reclaimed garden, then grow 
some form of vegetable or 
fruit. If it's shock value you're 
after, then a spray of bright 
flowers raised elsewhere from 
seedlings and transplanted out 
into the wild once established 
should achieve the desired ef-
fect. 
 

Political Gardening 
vs. Gardening for Fun 

The very act of taking over 
land and using it to your own end is in 
itself a political act. Whether or not you 
want your guerrilla gardening to act as a 
political message—with publicity and it 
own public impact—is entirely up to you 
and the way your horticultural deeds are 
constructed. Planting pretty tulips on old 
industrial estates is one message, grow-
ing marijuana outside government of-
fices is quite another. 
 
The choice is yours.  

 

Guide to Guerilla Gardening 
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The Veggie of the Week 
 

This week’s very special veggie is the cauli-
flower! It’s a proud member of the cruciferous fam-
ily—like broccoli, cabbage and kale—it is also a 
common addition to our secret recipes… Like most 
veggies, cauliflowers are good for us, and its prop-

erties range from helping to pre-
vent cancer, to enhancing the 
liver’s ability to neutralize toxic 
substance, and even protection 
against rheumatoid arthritis. 
Cauliflower’s ancestors can be 
traced down to wild cabbage, a 
plant originated from Asia. Evo-

lution, some believe, then modified it and it ap-
peared in the Mediterranean region around 600 B.C. 
Later, around the 16th century, it got popular in 
Northern Europe. 

Cauliflower can be enjoyed raw, sautéed, or in 
delicious soups. To prepare it, just remove the 
leaves, and then cut the white stuff in small pieces, 
leaving the middle part in the end… 

Akron Food Not Bombs shares food in Grace Park, a historic city 
park in downtown Akron. There is a long history of radical activism 
in this park, such as the story below. 

 
The Industrial Workers of the 
World (IWW) are a radical labor 
union which advocates the aboli-
tion of the wage system and the 
transformation of economic 
power into the hands of the work-
ers themselves. The IWW organ-
ized in Akron during 1913, in the 
first attempt to unionize the city’s 
many rubber workers. It’s efforts 
helped promote and support a 
massive, city-wide rubber strike. 
Although the companies eventu-

ally won out and the workers went back into the shops, the Wobblies 
helped win some major gains for those workers. 
 
Grace Park was a frequent meeting place for the rubber workers be-
fore and during the strike. The fiery Wobbly speaker “Big Bill” 
Haywood spoke at the park a number of times during the strike. 
 
The following is from a speech by Haywood: 

“The rubber manufacturers here are not building their 
homes, more palatial than kings or queens inhabit, out of 
rubber. They are building them out of the blood, the bone 
and sinew of you working men and women… The laboring 
man’s day has come. The barons own the factories, but we 
own the muscle and brawn. A capitalist can’t make a rub-
ber tire without your help. We must recognize that overtime 
is scab time.” 

 
And on another day: 

“The greatest violence one can do to a capitalist is to put 
one’s hand into one’s own pocket. Then the capitalist can’t 
get his hand into it. But I say to you, let there be no vio-
lence here of a physical kind. Let there be no destruction of 
property, not even a cross word. You have the strike practi-
cally won. If the bosses should starve you into submission 
and you are compelled to return to work you know how to 
win in the factories... Get out on the picket line and work. I 
know how anxious you are to go back to work. You are like 
an old horse which has been on a tread mill. It doesn’t 
know what to do. But hold out a while longer. Don’t give 
in.” 

 
During the 1930s, a successful sit-down strike helped to im-
prove working conditions for the rubber workers. 

“Be who you are and say what you 
feel, because those who mind don’t 
matter, and those who matter don’t 
mind.” 
 

- Dr. Seuss 

The Radical History of Akron’s Grace Park 
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We Need You! 
We can always use help cooking, transporting food, sharing it, 
and doing the dishes. We’re funny people, too… honest! 
 
Contact us: (330) 762-1032 or akronfnb@yahoo.com 

Food Not Bombs (FNB) shares 
food with anyone for free. This ap-
proach often attracts the hostility of 
businesses and governments. Below is 
a small sampling of FNB groups that 
have had trouble since our last news-
letter. 

After sharing food at a local mar-
ketplace for five years, Rapid City, 
South Dakota FNB was asked to 
leave. Businesspeople accuse the 
group of attracting homeless people to 
the area and can “no longer tolerate 
the transient people” who come to eat 
with FNB. Rapid City FNB argues 
they were doing nothing wrong. 

In Portland, Maine, FNB was con-
fronted by city police after receiving a 
complaint of health code violations 
from a nearby restaurant. Perhaps be-
cause Portland FNB hands out free 
food, the restaurant didn’t want any 
competition? A legal summons was 
issued to a member of FNB, but 
charges were later dropped. 

Harassment of Other 
Food Not Bombs Groups 

Wreck Yourself  
(A poem dedicated to every lost 
fight and broken skateboard.) 

 
Hitting the ground, what a beau-

tiful sound 
 

And I’ll wish I felt this way 
all year ‘round 

 
Where the pavement meets my 

flesh 
 

Face first, the only way to 
fall. 


